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Caste pilot returns to Campbell 





13th Public Affairs Detachment 
Release 





Captured American pilot’ Chief 
Warrant Officer Michael J. Durant, 32, 
held captive since Oct. 3 by Somalis 
believed loyal to Mohammed Farah 
Aidid, was medically evacuated from 
Mogadishu Oct. 15. Durant is now back 
at Fort Campbell, Ky. 

~ Durant: was captured Oct. 3 when 
the UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter he was 
flying was shot down during a mission 
conducted ‘by the Rangers to detain 
members of the Aidid faction believed 
to have been involved in the June 5 
aoe on Pakistani soldiers. 

~ Durant held up his maroon 


Atdcae beret in his hand as. he was 
wheeled on a gurney to a medical 
helicopter at about 7:30 a.m. for the 
first leg of his: trip. to a U.S..military 
hosptial in Landstuhl, Germany... His 


_ wife, Lorrie, met him in-Germany. 


Durant, a pilot with the 160th 
Special Operations Aviation Regiment . 
(Airborne) , Fort Campéll, Ky., was 
released and returned to U.S. forces at 
about 1:45 p.m. Oct. 14. A Nigerian 
soldier also. being held was set freé at 
the same time. 

‘Both were released to 
representatives of: :the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, and were 
then taken to the Swedish Field Hospital 

' (See Durant /Page 3) 





Rangers speak of Ocicher 3. mission 


By Rebecca Matanic 
13th Public Affairs Detachment 





It had been a quiet Sunday morning 
for the Rangers, but by mid-afternoon 
one of their elements was preparing for 
a mission that would take them into the 
heart of the Somali National Alliance's 
stronghold in South Mogadishu. 

Intelligence told them that some - 
key members of the SNA were meeting in 
a building within the Bakara Market 
area of Mogadishu. A. task force 
consisting of approximately 100 ‘troops 
traveled by foot, vehicle and air -in an 


effort to detain personnel suspected of 


involvement -in attacks ecceuen Batted: 
Nations forces. 

At about 3:30 p.m., a contingent ; 
of Rangers fast-roped down from 
helicopters and quickly detained 24 
suspected members of the SNA. While 
exiting the building the Rangers 


veel vail: intense fire.. 
"At the point we were. ready to 


. exit, everything was: fine," said Lt. 


Col. Danny. McKnight;:.3rd. Ranger 


*. Battalion, commander. 


The Rangers had eocciteuna = chete 
original. mission, but: then fate. handed 
them another. The ground fire. from 
Somali: militia brought down. a. Black. . 


' Hawk helicopter. The: Rangers. quickly . 


moved to: form::a: security: perimeter .- 
around the downed aircraft. 

"Tf the: helicopter had.not been 
shot down,. we would have been able to 

extract," McKnight :said:.But a pilot . 
remained trapped in the aircraft. 
“We will never leave a fallen - 
comrade; an American soldier. on the 
ground," McKnight said, 

Things grew increasingly difficult 
for the Rangers when they were unable 
to free the pilot of the downed 

(See Rangers/Page 2) 
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Rangers/From page 1---- 


helicopter. 
Shortly after the first helicopter was hit, a ons was brought down by ground 


fire, and a third was hit and forced to land at the New Port. The second Black Hawk 
helicopter to be downed was piloted by Chief Warrant Officer 3 Michael Durant, 160th 
Special Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne), Fort Campbell, Ky., who was 
subsequently captured and detained for 11 days by members of the Aitdid- faction... 

"It looked like he (Durant) was able to manuever his helicopter to a less, 
densely populated area,” said Chief Warrant Officer 5 Randolph Jones, ‘a pilot with 
the 160th. 

' As members of the Rangers completed a security perimeter around the first 
helicopter and attempted to free from the wreckage their fallen comrade, Jones 
hovered over the scene of the second downed helicopter. 

Two Ranger Task Force soldiers, Master Sgt. Gerry .Gordon and Sgt. lst Class 
Randy Shugard, volunteered to drop down to the crash scene to provide medical and 
security assistance to the crew of the second helicopter. 

Jones, who was piloting an AH-6 helicopter came ‘under heavy fire while ‘dn the 
area of the second crash scene. % 

"I ran out of fingers and toes to keep track," ‘Jones said in reference to the 
number of rocket propelled grenades fired at his helicopter while in the area of the 
crash. 

Jones said that although Durant had crash landed in a less. densely. populated 
area, the helicopter was soon surrounded by Somali militia. Gordon and Shugard were 
killed in their effort to assist their comrades. 

_ Sgt. 1st Class Dana Bush, a crew member of the first elie: ster chat was shot 
down, got. out of that helicopter and provided defensive fire in an effort to prevent 
Somali militia from converging on the crash site. Bush was killed during his defense 
of his crew members. 

"It is just the way of the Rangers to never leave a “wounded comrade," McKnight 
said. "It's not a rule. It is a way of life." 

"You may never fully understand from our perspective,” said Sgt. Ken Thomas, 
3rd Ranger Battalion. 

Although being surprised by the numbers of rocket propelled grenades fired 
their way during the confrontation that lasted from Sunday afternoon until early 
Monday morning, the Rangers were able to heroically and gallantly battle throughout 
the. night. 

The majority of the American deaths suffered were directly related to the two 
downed aircraft, according to McKnight. ; 

"Every one of those guys would do it over sean ‘said McKnight in reference to 
the soldiers. who gave their lives during the mission. 

"The area we went into was an extremely unfriendly area," McKnight said. "We 
were in their territory,. their buildings." 

McKnight said that his soldiers exceeded even his high expectations ‘of them. 

"You don't ever want to lose, not even one soldier,” McKnight said. "Those. 
soldiers who died, died doing | the right thing. They were heros and they always will 
be." 

; "There. were. countless acts of people. running to their buddies,” said Thomas. "T 
know of medics who were shot and were still treating other soldiers. 

"Those soldiers fought their tails off," McKnight said. 


(See Rangers/page 3) 
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Durant/From page 1---- 


on the University compound. From there Durant was transferred by ground ambulance to 
the 46th Combat Support Hospital on the same compound. 

Durant was escorted to the 46th CSH by members of the Ranger Task Force he has 
been working with while in Somalia. Two soldiers from his unit were also with him as 
he was moved into the hospital. 

His fellow soldiers were ecstatic at his return. 

"Happy day," said Lt. Col. Danny McKnight, Ranger Task Force commander, with a 
big smile on his face. 

"It doesn't get any better than this," said Chief Warrant Officer Randy Jones, 
a pilot with the 160th. 

Durant was pale and had tears in his eyes as he was carried into the hospital, 
said Sgt. lst Class Steven Lowery, a civil affairs soldier from Fort Bragg, who 
helped bring Durant's personal belongings into the hospital. 

He was visited in the hospital by about 30 soldiers from his unit. 

Col. (Dr.) Bruce Bailey, the commander of the 46th CSH, said Durant seemed to 
be in excellent spirits. 

"His overall condition is good," Bailey said. The probability of a full 
recovery is excellent, he said. 

Maj. (Dr.) John Holcomb examined Durant and said that Durant's right orbital 
(cheek) bone is broken and he has a compression fracture of the lumbar vertebrae. He 
also fractured the radials in the lower part of his back. He sustained an open 
fracture of his right femur and a superficial gunshot wound in his upper left arm. 

Holcomb said that he believed Durant would be able to fly again in the future. 
He did not speculate on whether his injuries were sustained during or after the 
crash. 
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Rangers/From page 2---- 


McKnight believes that the calm that has descended over Mogadishu can be 
directly linked to the missions the Rangers have conducted. 

"The missions we have been on have led to a more secure environment," McKnight 
said. 

"It is everybody's right to say what they want as Americans, but we're not the 
policy makers, we're the doers," Thomas said. 

McKnight said that the mission was successful and conducted in the correct 
manner. However, he ‘acknowledged that the portion of the mission that included the 
task force made up of American Quick Reaction Force, Pakistani and: Malaysian 
soldiers could have used more troops, but stated that the Rangers involved in the 
initial mission could have fought their way out of the unfriendly area at any time 
if they needed to. The task force was needed to evacuate the casualties. 

The Rangers stayed in the area to protect and aid their eee comrades for 
more than 17 hours. 

"There were tremendous and numerous acts of bravery," said McKnight. 

America lost 18 of her best soldiers and over 70 were wounded in the mission 
that began Oct. 3 and continued on in McKnight's opinion until the missing soldiers 
were returned and Durant was released on Oct. 14. 
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From the Washington Times, Oct. 19, 1993; Page 12. 


Americans want troops to stay home 


REUTERS NEWS AGENCY 


Americans are growing sour on U.S. military peacekeeping missions abroad, and 
the Pentagon will carefully study lessons from the past to better handle future 
missions, Defense Secretary Les Aspin said yesterday. : 

“This is a controversial subject today. In fact, the current mood of the Ration 
would indicate that we would be less likely to be doing these missions (in the 
future) rather than more likely,” he said. 

In a speech to the Association of the U.S. Army two weeks after 18 American 
servicemen died in Somalia, Mr. Aspin also said the military is determined that any 
future peacekeeping and humanitarian missions will be handled correctly. 

"We want to examine our experience in Somalia and the experience of others 
elsewhere to see what might be necessary," he said. 

"Toward that end, we are planning a series of studies of peace operations - ours 
and examples from history from other countries at other times." 

Opinion polls taken after the Oct. 3 gunbattle in Mogadishu, in which hundreds 
of Somalis also reportedly died, showed a majority of Americans oppose any move to 
send U.S. peacekeepers to Bosnia or to take a leading role in other such efforts 

——. elsewhere. 

The Clinton administration and the United Nations drew heavy fire in-the-past—— 
month for emphasizing the capture of faction leader Mohamed Farrah Aidid instead of 
helping feed the hungry in Somalia. 

Mr. Aspin said the U.S. military was already looking closely at new strategies 
for making peace and at new technologies in such areas as surveillance and nonlethal 
weapons for crowd control. 

"Because these operations require our forces to perform tasks that are . 
substantially different from those on the battlefield, the equipment might include 
other kinds of capabilities than we have now," he said. 


The Somalia Sand Paper is an unofficial publication authorized by AR 360-81. It is published Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday for U.S. Forces Somalia. Editorial content is prepared and edited by the 13th Public 
Affairs Detachment, Room 26 of the Doughnut at the University, United Nations Logistics Support 
Command - Somalia, Mogadishu. Opinions expressed by writers are their own and are not to be considered. 
an official’ expression of the Department of Defense. For news offerings, call the Somalia Sand Paper’s 
editorial office at 7750-258. 


Commander, U.S. Forces Somalia.....Maj. Gen. Thomas Montgomery 
Deputy Commander, USFS.....Brig. Gen. Norman E. Williams 
UNOSOM PAO.....Maj..Dave Stockwell 

Commander, 13th PAD.....Capt. Jane E. Crichton 

NCOIC, 13TH PAD and Editor....Cpl. Cliff Sees 

Associate Editor.....Spe. Rebecca Matanic 

Broadcast Journalist....Spe. Ty Kendrick 

Special Assistant/Photographer.....Staff Sgt. David Miles 





